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How do we manage a drought? 

 

 

•Drought Management 
Task Force 

•Drought Management 
Plan 
• 7 indices to determine level of 

drought 
• SPI, Precipitation, 

Groundwater, Reservoir, 
Streamflow, Crop Moisture, 
Fire Danger 

• 5 drought levels 
• Normal, Advisory, Watch, 

Warning, Emergency 

• State divided into 6 regions 

 

Martin’s Brook, July 28,2016 (Ipswich River Watershed) 



Drought Regions in Massachusetts 



U.S. Drought Monitor 



The 2016 Drought 

 

 

 

•Perfect storm to 
create drought 

•Slow response  

•Untested plan 

•Inadequate public 
outreach 

Martin’s Brook, August 31,2016 (Ipswich River Watershed) 



Patchwork Watering Restrictions 

•Wide range of watering 
restrictions  

•Where do these 
restrictions come from? 

• Water Management Act 

• Permitted 

• Registered 

•And then there are 
private wells… 

Sudbury, Massachusetts 



Results of the 2016 Drought 

•Streams and rivers dried 
up 

•Reservoir levels dropped 

•Patchwork approach 
ineffective 

•Missed an opportunity 
to protect streamflow 
and water supplies this 
summer 

Mill River, July 27, 2016 (Parker River Watershed) 



What’s Wrong with our Drought Response? 

•Drought indices 
inadequate 

•Drought level names 

•Slow drought 
response 

•Lack uniform 
watering restrictions 

•Weak public 
outreach 

Penn Brook, July 27,2016 (Parker River Watershed) 



Updating the Plan and Task Force 

•Baker 
administration 
updating Plan 

•Stakeholders 
weighing in on 
updates 

•Drought legislation 

Ipswich River, July 31, 2016 



What can you do? 

•Support your local 
watershed 
associations 

•Call your local 
representative 
and/or senator 

•Call your Board of 
Selectman 

•Educate neighbors 
and friends 

Ipswich River 


