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ipswichriver.org/4ourRiver

2018 arrived with severe storms and the damage they bring. This followed just  
a year after the most devastating drought and within a few years after the worst 
flood in our river’s history. This destructive swinging between floods and drought 
looks increasingly like the new norm. There is another flood we are working hard 
to address: one of legislative and regulatory activity that could impact the future 
of the Ipswich River, forever. This flood includes the renewal of 20-year water 
withdrawal permits, attacks by the federal government on landmark environmental 
laws and other legislation which could mean new threats and great opportunities 
for our river. There is on-the-ground work that can be done, by everyone in the 
watershed, to protect our river and increase its resiliency to our ever-changing 
climate. It starts on a very small scale, no further than our backyards. If done 
collectively, our actions will result in a massive positive impact. 

This past year marked the completion of the Great Marsh Adaptation Plan, which 
we wrote for our coastal communities. Its regional recommendations make this 
point clear for all communities: nature-based solutions are the most cost-effective 
and impactful way to address the challenges of weather-related threats. Natural 
spaces help to mitigate flooding, reduce erosion, retain and filter water and lower 
the impact of heat islands. More than 40% of the land in the Ipswich River 
watershed is conservation land, but while our population remains roughly steady, 
new development continues to chip away at the remaining land. How that land is 
cared for will determine the future fate of our river. 

Our urban and suburban areas are where the benefits of open spaces are most 
needed. The potential to create more natural areas and build a stronger and more 
resilient watershed for our river is in the hands of our watershed communities. 
Citizens, businesses, municipalities and local groups, in utilizing eco-friendly 
sustainable landscape methods, can multiply the amount of open spaces within 
the watershed and minimize the impacts of how we use the land.

We are launching a campaign to help  
with our 2018 goal of increasing the 
awareness and implementation of 
sustainable landscapes within the  
Ipswich River watershed: #4ourRiver. 

If we work as a community to expand the 
natural places in our watershed, then from 
street to street and yard to yard we’ll have 
more support for pollinators, more habitat 
for wildlife, more filtration for groundwater, 
and less water taken out of the river. We 
have the power to determine the future 
resiliency of our watershed. The opportunity 
to make our river healthier starts one piece 
of earth at a time.

  
Learn more about the campaign at  
ipswichriver.org/4ourRiver

Be Water Wise by reducing outdoor water use, making the  
most of rainwater and helping to recharge groundwater.  

Go Native with native drought-resistant plants to help wildlife  
and create a more resilient landscape.

Cut Out Chemicals in lawn care by using only organic pest  
control and fertilizers.

Grow Together using social media to spread the word about  
the benefits of eco-friendly sustainable landscaping. 

                                                           



Fantastic Wilmington 
Middle School students 
Emily Provost, Nikhitha 
Biju and Sofia Skye 
Almeida (left to right) 
wrote letters on behalf 
of the Ipswich River. As 
Sophia sums up, “If 
this bill passes, the 
river will continue to 
flow and we will all 
have enough water.”
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Young Voices Advocate for the River
Last summer, two Wilmington Middle School teachers, Karen Strazzera  
and Theresa Fisher, participated in a week-long summer institute run by  

our Greenscapes Coalition partner, Salem Sound Coastwatch. The course 
teaches about watershed ecology through field work and hands-on science. 

In the fall, Strazzera and Fisher encountered an opportunity to take their 
lessons about watersheds to the next level.

“We had just finished teaching our students a unit on [the Ipswich River 
watershed] which included a place-based lesson out to the headwaters,”  

says Fisher, “when a colleague saw an article about the drought legislation bill 
soliciting community feedback and informed us. We decided to add a civic 
action piece to our watershed unit.”

As residents impacted by the effects of over-withdrawals, the students wrote 
formal letters to the Joint Committee on the Environment, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture expressing their feelings about the bill. “The toughest part was that 
we only had a few days before the deadline so it was a quick lesson and 
turnaround to get them done. All of our 7th graders in the school participated, 
over 250 students,” explains Fisher.

“Most people would agree that the effect that is put on towns within the 
watershed today is not distributed properly and is unfair, and the inconsistency 
of water usage is affecting every town within the Ipswich watershed,” wrote 
student Nikhitha Biju. “Our residential consumption [increases significantly]  
in the summer months when we are in more danger of a drought,” Emily 
Provost added in her letter. As Nikos Koss pointed out, “Six towns that 
have no state-regulated outdoor watering restrictions during drought  
are in the same watershed as six more towns with state restrictions.” 

Sofia Skye Almeida summed up the students’ call to action: “We know 
you have a choice to make, that is why we ask you to really think about 
how if this bill passes, the river will continue to flow and we will all have 
enough water.”

These amazing teachers not only showed and taught their students about 
their watershed, but imparted in them the knowledge that they have a say 
in what happens to it. Fisher says, “They were surprised that as kids they 
could have a voice in government and have become very interested in the 
status of the bill and river as a result. This process was very satisfying as 

teachers, going beyond any old lesson taught in the confines of a classroom.”

In 2014 the State wrote new rules to govern water 
withdrawals. During this process, they determined 
the Safe Yield for every watershed in the 
Commonwealth. Safe Yield is the maximum 
amount of water that can be legally removed 
from a river each day. For the Ipswich, it was set 
at 29.4 million gallons per day which is roughly 
equal to current authorized withdrawals. This 
means it is illegal to take any more water from our 
river, forever. Thus, additional demand for water 
from new growth and development will have to come 
from reducing existing water use somewhere else.

This year, new rules will go into effect requiring our 
cities and towns to act in compliance with the Clean 
Water Act and reduce the amount of pollution entering 
our river in order to make it swimmable, fishable and 
drinkable throughout its entire length. By far the number 
one source of pollution preventing us from meeting these 
standards today is stormwater runoff from our developed 
landscapes.  As our climate becomes more and more variable, 
both of these issues will become even more challenging to 
address in the future. But it doesn’t have to be that way.

Thankfully, we have the tools and know-how to fix these 
problems. These practices are known by many terms 
including climate-smart, eco-friendly, nature-based, 
sustainable landscaping and the like. All are part of a 
suite of low impact development (LID) methods and 
behaviors that mimic natural systems as closely as 
possible which can dramatically reduce our collective 
impact on the environment. By implementing these 
measures on both our existing and newly developed 
areas, we can create a more resilient future.

While our organization has advocated for LID for 
decades, the time has come to dramatically increase 
the pace of adoption of these low cost, healthy, 
beautiful and nature-enhancing techniques. Please 
join us in our efforts to spread the word about the 
need to take care of our watershed—our future 
depends on it!         

        

Wayne Castonguay,  
Executive Director

2 irwainfo@ipswichriver.org



17,853 Reached through Paddle-a-thon  ​  1,800 Water Samples Tested  

872 Youth Attend River Education Program    665 Attend 40th Anniversary Events 

38  Comment Letters Written    1 229-page Climate Adaptation Plan Released 

ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY

RIVER HEALTH

PARTNERSHIPS

LEADERSHIP

SOLUTIONS

CONNECT YOUTH TO RIVER
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2017 Financial Summary
Thanks to the generosity of our members and individual donors, the Ipswich River 
Watershed Association ended our fiscal year 2017 in a strong position. A negative 
bottom line resulted from planned one-time charges to advance strategic priorities 
expensed from prior assets. A copy of the complete audited financial statement is 
available at the Riverbend office in Ipswich.

Revenue 	 TOTAL
 Member Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79,927 
  Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $221,795 
 Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $59,525 
  Fee for Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $121,177 
 Special Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40,105 
  Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34,245 

Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $556,774

Expenses
 Program Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . $472,411
 Support Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $98,050
 Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34,744

Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $605,205

Change in Net Assets	  [$48,431]

Balance Sheet

Assets	
Current Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $572,927 
Property and Equipment . . . . . . . .  $1,342,762
Total Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,915,689 

Liabilities and Net Assets	
Liabilities........................................... $13,463
Net Assets..................................... $1,902,226

The Ipswich River Watershed Association  
is the voice of the Ipswich River. Our  
mission is to protect water for fish, wildlife  
and people for generations to come. 
Together with scientists, the community  
and volunteers, we come up with solutions  
to the river’s problems and provide 
opportunities for people to connect to  
the river.

2017 Staff
Wayne Castonguay, Executive Director
Trish Aldrich, Development Director
Kristen Grubbs, Environmental Planner
Brian Kelder, Science and Restoration Director
Ryan O’Donnell, Programs Coordinator
Rachel Schneider, Outreach Coordinator
Gail Sorenson, Bookkeeper 

2017 Board of Directors
Christine Sandulli, President
David Comb, Vice President
Richard Jacobson, Treasurer
Susan Winthrop, Secretary 
Donald Bowen, Jr.
Diane Dixon
Linda Fates
Erica Fuller
Richard Howard
Miriam Lasher
Robert Paine Metcalf
Gregory Murrer
Judy Schneider
Suzanne Sullivan
Brian Tinger

Ipswich River planner Kristen Grubbs works with  
the Town of Essex and other regional organizations 
to facilitate a Community Resilience Building 
Workshop. By convening a diverse group of 
stakeholders, the community was able to work 
together to identify areas vulnerable to weather-
related hazards and to prioritize actions to make  
the town more resilient to future threats. Our 
organizational mission is to protect our water, for 
people and nature, which is why we lead these 
planning events. Water is the resource that will be 
most impacted by climate change, whether by 
drought, storms or flooding. We bring our expertise 
and local knowledge to these planning sessions to 
help North Shore communities plan for the future. 

Protecting Our Water for People and Nature
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River Stewards
Each of these leadership donors 
provides $1,000 or more in 
support through Membership, 
Annual Appeal or other gifts. Your 
leadership support makes a world 
of difference!

$5,000 & up
Alces Foundation
Analog Devices, Inc
Cell Signaling Technology
Linda Coe
Don & Linda Comb
EBSCO Publishing
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Charles & Natasha Grigg
Institution for Savings
MA Div. of Ecological Restoration
McCarthy Family Foundation,  

Bank of America, N.A., Co-Trustee
Painey & Barbie Metcalf
National Wildlife Federation
New England Biolabs Foundation
New England Biolabs Inc.
Campbell Steward
The Echo Charitable Foundation
$1,000 – $4,999
Chris & Deborah Abbott
Fiona Stewart & Mark Avenmarg
Neil Ayer
Peggy Badenhausen & Tom Kelly
Christine L. Barensfeld
Ray & Joan Best
Susan K. Boreri
Robert L. Borsetti
Donald Bowen, Jr.
Robert V. Brophy
Herb Brown
Paul Charos
Sandy & Janice Colby
Timothy R. Collins
David Comb
Marilyn J. Comb
Cross Insurance
Joan P. Cudhea
Helen Danforth
James V. Ellard
Essex County Community 

Foundation
Richard & Linda Fates
Jamie & Maureen Fay
John Fiske & Lisa Freeman
Erica Fuller & Brad Clark
David & Nancy Gaffney
The Gaffney Foundation
Gina Snyder & Bo Garrison
Henrietta Gates & Heaton Robertson
GE Foundation
Angela W. Getchell
Graystone Consulting
Michael & Phyllis Greene
Dan & Elizabeth (Weze) Harrigan
George & Marina Hatch
Timothy T. Hilton
Lily Rice Hsia
Timothy A. Ingraham
Inter-Fluve
Ipswich Ale Brewery
Richard & Sonya Jacobson
Allison Ryder & David Jones
Martine D. Kellett

Jack & Kathy Kinney
Holly Langer
Miriam Lasher
Rosemary Loring
John & Tracy Lutz
Ken & Amy MacNulty
Noel Mann
Laurie Matson
Elton & Connie McCausland
Rob & Marie McInnes
Barbara Ostberg
Tami Paumier & Glen Warren
Peter Phippen & April Bowling
Reading Cooperative Charitable 

Foundation
Roux Associates
Barbara & Dick Russell
S.W. Fund Of The Essex County 

Community Foundation
Paul & Lisa Sacksman
Joe & Chris Sandulli
Judy Schneider
Bill & Hatsy Shields
Bink & Paula Shorts
Loring Bradlee & Janet Stone
Stonehearth Capital  

Management, LLC
Teradyne, Inc.
Brian T. Tinger
Trout Unlimited, Nor’East Chapter
Bill & Bobbi Whiting
Fred & Susie Winthrop

Business Support
$10,000 & up
Cell Signaling Technology
EBSCO Publishing
Institution for Savings
New England Biolabs Inc.
$5,000 – $9,999 
Analog Devices, Inc
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
$1,000 – $4,999 
Graystone Consulting
Inter-Fluve
Ipswich Ale Brewery
Stonehearth Capital  

Management, LLC
Teradyne, Inc.
$100 – $999 
Applied Materials Foundation
Benjamin Nutter Architects, LLC
Brick Ends Farm
Cape Ann Power Yoga
Coast to Coast Paddle
Corliss Brothers Nursery
D.F. Clark, Inc.
DeRosa Environmental Consulting
Ellen Rose, CPA, CFP
FactSet
Foote Brothers Canoe Livery
Gordon’s Florist
Gorton’s Seafoods
H. L. Graham Associates, Inc
Horsley Witten Group
Horst Engineering
The Ipswich Center, Inc.
Ipswich River Provisions
Lincoln Canoe
Mill River Consulting
Newbury Kayak & Canoe

Nunan Florist & Greenhouses
Richardson’s Farms Inc
Seaboard Products
Seacoast Tent
Sol Bean Cafe
Whole Foods Market
Legacy Fund
Members of the Ipswich River 
Legacy Fund have our everlasting 
thanks for providing for the Ipswich 
River through their will or other 
planned gift.
John C. Clapp
Arthur Howe III
Richard Huffman
Jan C. Jones
Miriam Lasher
Kerry Mackin
Noelene P. Martin
John W. Peirce Fund
Dr. Bob Petranek
Campbell Steward
Joseph J. Valenzuela
Special Gifts & Grants
Alces Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bank Of America
Linda Berard
John Wigglesworth & Priscilla 

Brooks
Mark J. Casey
Cell Signaling Technology
EBSCO Publishing
Essex County Community 

Foundation
Evans Family Foundation
Lynn Fletcher
The Gaffney Foundation
GE Foundation
Bruce & Susan Gingrich
Good Clean Fund
Charles & Natasha Grigg
Institution for Savings
Jack & Susan Lawrence
Betsy Madsen
Norm & Mitzi Marsh
MA Div. of Ecological Restoration
McCarthy Family Foundation, Bank 

of America, N.A. Co-Trustee
Painey & Barbie Metcalf
National Wildlife Federation
New England Biolabs Foundation
New England Biolabs Inc.
Tami Paumier & Glen Warren
John W. Peirce Fund of the Essex 

County Community Foundation
Reading Cooperative Charitable 

Foundation
Barbara & Dick Russell
Neal & Didi Ryland
Joe & Chris Sandulli
The Echo Charitable Foundation
Mabel Vogel
Stanley Wood
Zakaria Family Foundatio

Tributes
We are honored to protect the 
Ipswich River in tribute to these 
members of the river community.
In tribute to Laura & Spencer Abbot 

Bill & Hatsy Shields

In tribute to Linda Fates 
friends on Great Neck 
John & Virginia Walsh

In tribute to Bob & Kathy Gravino 
Barbara & Dick Russell

In tribute to Susan Foster 
Martine D. Kellett

In tribute to John Hackler 
Donna Belcher, Ilia Stacy & Peter 
Edson, Malcolm & Susie Green, 
Cynthia Greene, Richard & Nancy 
Howard, John & Helena Mercier, 
Charles & Barbara Peters, Chuck 
& Carol Stone, Russ Wilder, 
Robert & Katherine Wyman

In tribute to Dick Ostberg 
Marc & Karin Montlack

In tribute to Sandy Rubchinuk 
Sol Bean Cafe	

In tribute to of Barbara & Dick Russell 
Bob & Kathy Gravino

In tribute to James “Whit” Whithed 
Carol Ann Dalto, Carolyn Hoague, 
Nancy May, Mark McDonough

In tribute to Susie & Fred Winthrop 
Betsy Madsen, Neal &  
Didi Ryland

Donated Goods  
& Services
Cape Ann Power Yoga
Coast to Coast Paddle
Linda Coe
Sandy & Janice Colby
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Foote Brothers Canoe Livery
Erica Fuller & Brad Clark
Ipswich Ale Brewery
Lincoln Canoe
Natalie Medici
Minuteman Press, Beverly
Newbury Kayak & Canoe
Bob & Annie Pulver
Seacoast Tent
Sol Bean Cafe
Robert Thuotte

Donors ($25–$999)
$100 - $999
Michael & Beth Aaronson
Tom & Sue Ackerman
Michael Agren
Joshua Massey & Marthe Aimee
Heather Aizley
Liisa Akkola
Dave & Trish Aldrich
Charlie & Melynn Allen
David M. Allen
Barby Almy
Gary Angelo
Richard W. Anzuoni
Applied Materials Foundation
Rodney Armstrong
Lois R. Arthur
Ascension Memorial Church
Robert & Gudron Ashton
Nancy & Chuck Badavas
Edward & Marion Bailey
Carol Ball
Jay Ballard
Cathleen Banister-Marx
Bank Of America
Donnan Barnes

Nancy Barnhart
Terese & Dennis Barous
Joseph A. Bassett
Mimi Batchelder-Brown
Julie Beaulieu
Ed Becker
Timothy & Carmela Belford
Geoffrey A. Bemiss
Benjamin Nutter Architects, LLC
Melanie Berkmen
Elizabeth Bernick & Hugh Taylor
James W. Berry
Ann M. Birkner
Julie N. Bishop
Ryan Black
Kalil Boghdan
William S. Boivin
Robert J. Bonsignore
Barbara K. Booth
Lisa Boudreau
Thomas S. Bourke
Brandon Boyd & Deborah Moules
John Bradley
William & June Braunlich
Brick Ends Farm
Jennie E. Bridge
David A Bristol, Sr.
Peter P. Britton
John Wigglesworth &  

Priscilla Brooks
Robert V. Brophy
Katharine A. Brown
Rose Brown
Don & Roseann Brozenske
Peter Bryant
BTA/BOLT
John & Susie Buck
Robert C. Buell
David Bunting
Nelson Burbank
Bill & Gerrie Butman
Samuel Cabot III
Cape Ann Power Yoga
Kimberly Carey
Richard & Priscilla Carlson
Cathy Carney-Feldman &  

David Feldman
Steven Carter
Mark J. Casey
Brian Castonguay
Wayne M. Castonguay
Alison M. Chase
Lois & Charles Cheston
Joseph & Josephine Ciardiello
Thomas V. Clasby
Laura Cleary
Robert A. Clocker
Matthew Cockreham
Jane S. Coe
June Collins-Schott
Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld
Christopher Comb
Dylan Comb
Benjamin Cook
Nathaniel S. Coolidge
Bruce & Kendra Cooper
Corliss Brothers Nursery
Jonathan M. Cosco
Joan Crawford
Antonella Cucchetti & Tasso Kaper
Tina & Chris Cummings
James D’Angelo

D.F. Clark, Inc.
Kevin E. Davis
Ian & Alexandra de Buy Wenniger
Douglas J. DeAngelis
David & Mary Dearborn
Andrew & Megan DeFranza
Michael DeLeo
Gregg & Cathleen Demers
DeRosa Environmental Consulting
Edward D. Dick
Margaret M. Dillon
James Brown & Kathy Disney
Diane M. Dixon
Dan & Tama Donovan
Eleanor P. Dorsey
Peter Dorsey
William C. Dow
Nancy R. Downey
Claire J. Doyle
Tim & Christine Driscoll
John & Alison Dudley
Eileen & Hunt Durey
William & Christine Dwyer
EBSCO Publishing
Tom & Jennifer Eddy
Ellen Rose, CPA, CFP
Matt Ellis
Essex County Greenbelt Assoc
Ben Evans
Katharine C. Evans
Susan W. Evans
FactSet
Jerry & Lynette Fallon
Jerome Farnsworth
Matt Fates
Chris Fauske & Cara Connors
Andrew J. Fay
George Feehery
Bob & Cheryl Ferris
Mary Ficht
Kim Honetschlager & Will Finch
First Baptist Church in Beverly
George & Carol Fischer
Georgia & David Flood
Foote Brothers Canoe Livery
Deborah Fowler-Wheaton
Deborah Fraize
Julie Fraize
Scott & Lynne Freeman
Alan F. French
Marion M. Frost
David & Nancy Gaffney

Supporters 2017      We are grateful for each and every gift you make.
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Gary R. Gagne
Kathleen Gallanar
Stephanie & Darius Gaskins
Patricia A. Gearty
Joe & Maureen Geller
William & Sarah George
Ronald J. Gillis
Gavin & Sandy Gilmore
Bruce & Susan Gingrich
Gayle Gleichauf
Susie Glessner
Mark J. Gooby
Gordon’s Florist
Bob & Judy Gore
Gorton’s Seafoods
Craig Gorton
Mark & Janet Gottesman
Larry & Betsy Graham
Richard Grandoni
Bob & Kathy Gravino
Daniel Greenbaum &  

Deborah Cramer
Denny & Debby Grubbs
Kristen Grubbs & Perry Nelson
Ellen Guthrie
H. L. Graham Associates, Inc
Terence & Deb Hackett
Larry & Sandi Hackman
Isabel Hanekamp
Audrey & David Hanlon
Roberta Hantgan
Joel Hariton
Pamela Hartman-Rosner
Whitney & Tizzy Hatch
Rich & Karyl Hayes
Daniel Heiter
Earle G. Helton
Jess & Cale Hendricks
Josh Hersey
Frank & Katie Hertz
Nancy & Raymond Hill
Michael & Nancy Hinds
Susan E. Hoag
Art & Eloise Hodges
Kimberly Holliday & Greg Netland
Will & Lynne Holton
Kate & Brian Hone
Caroline & Greg Horner
Horsley Witten Group
Horst Engineering
House Of Peace
Richard F. Howard
Arthur Howe III
Jennifer Hughes
Paul & Sherry Hurley
The Ipswich Center, Inc.
Ipswich River Provisions
Louis J. Irwin & Family
Richard Jabba
Shirley C. Jacques
Carl & Linda Jenkins
Business Transition Academy
Peter B. Johnson
Jane Jolkovski
Margaret Jones

Morten Jorgensen
Eric & Irene Josephson
Charlotte B. Kahn
John T. Kain
Kenneth Wayne Kaiser
Richard M. Kallman
Eileen Kane
John Keeley
Gaylen B. Kelley
Gillian Kellogg
Jake & Renee Kelly
Jeanne Kempthorne
Bob & Jenny Knowles
Giron Koetsier
Annette Kovamees
Koh Kozuru
E. James Kroesser
Peter Hartline & Rebecca Kucera
Carolyn Lackey
Mary Landry
Heidi Lane
Julie Lavacchia
Jack & Susan Lawrence
Leslie Lawrence & Stan Barrett
Mary Ann Leekley
John LeJeune
Bob & Sharon Lemoine
John Lichten & Mary Milgrom
Katherine Lindquist
Joanna Liss & Loring Merrow
David Little
Julia Livingston
David & Carol Lloyd
Susan Lodewick
David Loring
Peter & Babette Loring
Tuulikki Loring
Roger & Iris Louis
Peter & Elaine Lucas
Holger & Nancy Luther
Michael & Gail Lynch
Melinda Lyon
Susan S. Lyons
Kerry Mackin
MacKinnon & Schreuer
Betsy Madsen
Leo Maestranzi
Barbara B. Mann
Charlie Mann
Noel Mann
Lisa Manzi
Anonymous
Prudy Markos
Norm & Mitzi Marsh
Gary & Karen Martin
Noelene P. Martin
Fran & Marie Masse
Linda McDonald
Michael McGarty
Lisa McHugh
Mike & Pam McRae
Natalie Medici
Paul Meneghini
Meridian Associates
Pike Messenger

Elizabeth Meyer
Mill River Consulting
Dudley W. Miller, III
Enid R. Mingolelli
Robert B. Minturn
Minuteman Press, Beverly
Stephen  & Teri Mitton
Ed & Dorothy Monnelly
Marc & Karin Montlack
Bill & Barbara Moody
Peter & Alicia Moore
Alan & Karen Morrell
Ben Morrill
Patrick K. Mulry
John W. Murphy
Gregory J. Murrer
Farrukh & Nancy Najmi
Deborah Nelson & Ingrid Johnson
John & Emily Nelson
William T. Nelson
Ann R. Nichols
Jeff Nichols
Birch & Jennifer Norton
Gerald & Amanda Norton
Nunan Florist & Greenhouses
Carl G. Nylen
Richard A. Nylen, Jr.
Hugh & Joan O’Flynn
Danielle Ondrick
Marian Orfeo
Kristin Ostberg
Heidi Paek
Gerard A. Papin
Oliver & Barb Parker
Beth Paschal
Mark & Vi Patek
David & Anne Paulin
Nick Pavey & Karin Turer
Kay Pearsall
Tony & Linda Pearson
Donald J. Pearson
Carroll & Cary Perry
David & Michelle Phippen
Joanna L. Phippen
Katharine Pickering &  

Richard O’Dwyer
R.J. & Heather Pillis
John & Beth Pitner
Elizabeth Pratt
Michael & Lauren Prior
Nick Privitera
Ken & Judy Proctor
Gordon G. Pugh
Rebecca Pugh
Nathaniel Pulsifer
Bob & Annie Pulver
Dennis Pyburn, Jr.
John F. Randall, III
Nancy Rappaport
Ed Rauscher & Catherine Madinger
Martha M Rawlins
Sandra Ray
Bill & Teresa Reed
Patricia P. Reeser
Patrick & Holly Regan

Reibel & Donovan
Andrew & Jessie Reid
Christine M. Reif
Jaime L. Reynolds
V. Anne Reynolds
Cathy Rezac
Peter MacEwen &  

Elizabeth Rhinelander
Lily Rice
Richardson’s Farms Inc
Charlie & Susanne Richey
Rick Richter
Cornelis Rijnbrand
David & Mary Rimmer
Ernie Roberts
Anne V. Robinson
Bill & Scottie Robinson
Charlie & Marie Rodgers
Chad Rosen
Jackie Rosenthal
Isaac B. Ross
David & Justine Ross
Eric A. Roth
Glenn Roundy
Jacqueline Rousseau
Ned & Susie Rowland
Don & Thelma Ryan
Mark & Linda Ryan
Michael & Pam Ryan
Neal & Didi Ryland
Susan Sanborn
Paul Scharr
Robert Scherer-Hoock
Sandra Hamilton & Harvey Schwartz
David W. Scudder
Seaboard Products
Seacoast Tent
Michael Searles
Barbara I. Sears
Gregory Shenstone
George  & Rue Sherwood
Beth Shipley & Peter Durney
Louis & Amanda Shipley
George Sibley
David Simpson
Brian Singleton
Thomas E. Skinner
H. Amanda Smith
Hope Noyes Smith
Jerry & Bette Smith
Mark P. Smith
Dick Snellgrove
Win Snow
Carl & Diane Soderland
Sol Bean Cafe
Tony Soltis
Jay & Elise Stanbury
Dave & Muriel Standley
Joe & Gussie Stanislaw
Craig & Helen Stanley
Phillips B. Stearns
Ava Steenstrup
Robert Stevens
Martha & Brad Stevenson
Doug Stewart & Coco McCabe

Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Stone
Susan G Stott
Nina Streeter
Barry & Roseann Sullivan
Suzanne M. Sullivan
Kenneth & Bethany Swanson
James Tedford, Jr.
Mark Thayer
Robert Thuotte
Ellen Tiberi
TisBest Philanthropy
Walter Tompkins
Jean-Jacques & Sharon Toulotte
Mark Tuttle
Deborah Twining
United Church of Hinesburg
Al & Landi Van Alen
Sander & Erin van Otterloo
Maria VanDusen
Allan P. Vaughan
Dave Voci
Mabel Vogel
Patrick Waddell
Thomas Wagner
Lia & Andy Wainwright
Chett Wals
John & Virginia Walsh
William Walsh
Jim & Nancy Warner
William S. Wasserman, Jr.
Mary Weatherall
Sandy Webster & Bruce Amazeen
Jason & Michele Wertz
Peter & Winifred Whitman
Donn & Pamela Whitmore
Joe & Ursula Whitney
Whole Foods Marketh
Michael Whouley &  

Sally Kerans-Whouley
D.W. & Bonnie Wiegand
Dean & Cricket Wilbur
Maria WilkensOliver & Linda 

Wolcott
Michael N. Wood
Stanley Wood
Nancy C. Woolford
Wygant & Monroe
Robert & Katherine Wyman
Brian & Laurie York
Diane J. Young
James M. Younger
Johanna M. Zabriskie
$25 – $99
Anonymous
Thom Adorney
Dan Ahearn
Douglas Albrinck
Eric Aldrich
Matt Allen
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Allyn, Jr.
AmazonSmile Foundation
Gail Anderson & Bill Effner
Jeffrey Anderson
Tony & Gail Annis

Edward Ansaldi
Ed & Barbara Arsnow
Keith Attenborough
Richard A. Auth
Charles & Ann Bacon
John E. Bacon
Donald H. Bade
Bette Bailey
Mark & Susan Bailey
Jennifer & Chuck Baima
Mark Baker
Victoria Bakker
Caroline M. Balint
Robert Balsamo
Glenn & Donna Bambury
Robert Barossi
Michael & Barbara Barrington
Ingrid Barry
Jean Barry
Peter & Kitty Bartholomew
Donald Bates
John & Pat Beirne
Julie Bellet
Matthew Bendle
Marianne Beninato
Jennifer Benjamin
Cherry Bennett & Amy Grose
Linda Berard
Barry Berman
Julie Bernier
Diane Bernstein
Bill & Louise Bishop
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce R. Bistrian
Annastatia Keane Blagg
George Blanchette
Everett & Virginia Blodgett
Amy Blondin
Richard Boardman
Bob Hegarty Plumbing & Heating
Marzina Bockler
Barbara Bodengraven
Ian J. Boehm
Brad Bombardier
Jacob & Amy Borgman
Andrew Borsari
Tim Bousum & Maiya Dos
Joan Bowker
Billings Bramhall, Jr.
Ronald & Leslie Brennan
Marie A. Brescia
Eric Brissette
Samuel Brissette
Daniel Broderick
Bruce B. Bromby
Cecilia Brousseau
Christine Brown
Dick Brown
Janet S. Brown
Jennifer Brown
Maggie Brown
Kevin & Pat Burke
Maria Burnham
Jonathon Cahill
Peter Cain
Daniel E. Callahan
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John & Alison Campbell
Marianne Cannon-Doress
Peter & Madeleine Cardello
Mary Carlin
Brian Carlson
Anne Monnelly Carroll
Barbara Carson
Judith Carter
Mark V. Casella
Andrew Casey
Richard Chambers
Pamela Chase
Lucy Cheever
Hao Chen
Edward F. Chisholm
Gregory & Grace Chmura
Jeffrey P. Chouinard
Gretel & Peter Clark
Sam Cleaves
Linda Clower
Aaron Cohen
Larry Cohen
Laura Colby
Russell G. Cole
Coleman-Murphy Family
Ben K. Collins
Mary Collins
John & Leslie Collyer
Kristin Comprosky
William R. Conary, Jr.
Suzanne Congdon
Mary Connelly
Bruce Conrad
Virginia M. Cookson
Brad Coon
Sue Cornacchio
William Cornwell
Millicent Correlle
Christine Costello
Randy A. Cotter, Jr.
John & Laura Coulbourn
Cousins Automotive
Bill & Janet Craft
Mark F. Cronin
Noel Anne Crowley
Peter Cudhea
George & Maria Cumming
Lisa Curley
Carol Curry
Cynthia Curtis
Kevin Dailey
Rian A Dalton
Lynda DAmour
Stephen & Carole Davis
Diana Davis & John Stellwagen
Betsy Day
Geoffrey Day
Mike & Sue DeAmario
Kristen Degnan
Joe Delguidice
Jean Dennis
Rosamond Dennis
Richard Denton
Stephen G. Derby
Lucy DeRoeck

Kathy Desilets & Lisa Christie
Andy Desilets
Penelope Devoe
Joseph L. DiAngelo
Ira Dinnes
Brian & Judy Ditchek
Joseph & Mary-Ellen Dixon
Sandra Dixon
Helen Dobbins
Katy Dolhun
John Donlin
David T. Donovan
James & Amanda Donovan
Michael Donovan
Rebecca Donovan
Elizabeth Dorman
Michael Doucette
Diane Downing
Bill Duffy
Marie V. Duffy
James & Helen Durkee
Scott Dwinell
Noelle Easterlin
Fred & Andrea Ebinger
Eric Eckl
Roger Edmonds
David Edwards
Dimitri Eleftherakis
Lawrence G. Eliot
Scott Eliot
Joshua W. Ellsworth
Jim & Jeanne Engel
Jay Epstein
Essex County Trail Association
Anne-Marie Eugley
Faith Evans
Selena Evans
Nicholas Faiella
George Fairchild
Karen Falat
Carolyn A. Favazza
Jessica Felizardo
Carolyn Fenn
Nancy Ferretti
Susan Filosi
John N. Fiske, Jr.
Emily Flaherty
Lynn Fletcher
Christian & Norma Floyd
Joan Flynn
Martin J. Foodman
Jeremy Foster
Elisabeth Foukal
Robert Fuller
Jeff Funci
Sarah Gallagher
Judy A. Gallerie
David H. Gannon
Randy Gardner
Abby Garland
Donna M. Gauthier
Elaine Gauthier
Gail Gauthier
Jennifer & Chris Gauthier
John & Alicia Geilen

Kenneth W. Gentleman
April R. George
Tony & Marge Giannelli
Glenn C. Gibbs
Orville & Roxann Giddings
Gil’s Grocery
Andrew Gildea
Paul W. Gilligan
Anne Marie Girafe
Ida Giriunas
Patsy Gleason-Claydon
Michelle Torrey Gluud
Pat Goehlert
Sharon Gogan
Peter Goldfarb
Sara Gail Goodell
GoodShop
Stella & Alan Goren
Matthew Gorman
Carlene M. Gosbee
Dick & Connie Gourdeau
Bob Grady
Laura Graf
Anne W. Gray
Robert Greco
Malcolm & Susie Green
Ralph A. Greenberg
Cynthia Greene
Judy Gregg
Paul Grimshaw
Dan Gross
Katherine Grubbs
Ren Guoping
Saul & Eva Gurman
Joy H. Gurrie
Allison Gustavson
Stefan Gutermuth
Garreth Gutierrez
Binni Hackett
Henry H. Haight
Caroline E. Haines
Roger J. Hale
John Hall
Mary Andrea Hall
Patricia Hanlon
Mollie & Rami Harb
Tito & Ruth Harkness
Walter Harmer
Timothy Harney
Gordon Harris
Emily R. Hart
Katrina B. Hart
Stephen Hartwell
Monica Hauenstein
Kristy Heath
Blaine Hebbel
Beatrice Hering Heinze
Peter Hendrickson
James Henry
Phil Hertz
Bob & Seana Hickey
Jonathan Hickok
Robert B. Hicks
Lindsay Hobbs
Theodore & Kathleen Hochheiser

Jean Hodgin
Mark Hodgson
Robert Hodgson
Bill & Christina Hoffman
Nancy Feldman Hogan
Kristian Holbrook
Liz Hollesen
Peter & Mary Hooks
Mary Ann & George Hoomis
Bill & Barbara Hooper
Breton Hornblower
Margaret Hothem
Richard M. Hughes
Victoria A. Hughes
Joshua Hulbert
Michele Hunton
Jocelyn Hussey
Leland Hussey
Eric & Julie Hutchins
David Hutchinson
IBM Corporation 
David P. Ingalls
Norman J. Isler
Ryan Jackson
Jean Jacobs
Armanda Janjigian
Carol Jaques
Jenna Taylor
Robert Cumming & Carolyn Jensen
Addie R. Johnsen
Chuck & Jody Johnson
Claudia Rae Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Michael Ray Johnson
Karen Johnston
Jan C. Jones
Linda Jones
Robert Spurrier & Paula Jones
Rob & Kimberly Jones
Robert Joyal
Phyllis Julien
Leah Jurman
Susan A. Kalloch
Ted Karr
Cindy Keegan
Brian F. Kelder
Molly Kelleher
Diane S. Kelley
Jaime Kelley
Paul Kelly
Paul M. Kelly
Larry C. Kenna
Emily Keough
Betsy Kidder
Sara-Jane Kiesling
Peggy J. Kimball
Amy King
Derek King
Nick & Aggie Kip
Anna Kjoss
Robert Klapprodt, Jr.
Grace Knight
Rudolph Koehle
Matthew Kolesar
Anonymous

John & Janet Koza
Rachael Kozlowski
Christine Kucera
Kurjan
Linda Ladd
Suzie LaMont
Chris & Dalene LaPointe
Debra LaPorte
Korrie Larkin
Natalia Laskaris
Ramona Latham & Kelley Sullivan
Paul Lauenstein
Sean Leach
Harry W. Leno, Jr.
William Leroyer
Sarah E. Leuschner
Diane Levesque
Emily Levin
James Levin
Gregory Levis
Lora H. Lipman
Jacquelyn Littlewood
Susan Livingston
Richard Lobsitz
Reginald K. Lockwood
David C. Lohnes
Thomas E. Loring
Melanie Lovell
Angela Lowell
Elaine Lowell
John Lugus
Keith Lunnen
Mary MacDonald
Nancy MacLean
George & Augusta Macrokanis
Lawrence & Anne Maguire
Douglas Maitland
Joseph Malek
Timothy W. Marcoulier
Donna Martin
Catherine Martini
Robin Martyn
Cathy Mason
Ryan Matuza
Hugh Harrison McCall
James McCambridge
John F. McClafferty
Colleen McClung
Daniel McCormick
Paul G. McCormick
Marilyn McCrory
Bill McDavitt
Deborah McDevitt
Donald E. McDonald, Jr.
Maureen C. McGrath
Michele & Tucker McGrath
Kathy McGreevey
Dorothy McKeen
Susanna L. McLaughlin
Patrick J. McNally
Joan McQuillan
Deborah Mendleson
Mike Menesale
John & Helena Mercier
Pieter Messelaar

Ben Messenger
Stephen & Ingrid Miles
Daniel H. Miley, Jr.
Christopher & Christine Milnes
Russell & Kathryn Milnes
Travis Milnes
Steve Mitchell
Robert Mitton
Tina Moll
Laura K. Morgan
Lawrence B. Morse
Peter Moulton
Priscilla Moulton
Matthew Mudgett
Patricia A. Mullen
Deb Murphy
Kiley Murphy
Linda Murphy
Beth & Peter Myers
Lucy Myers & Sally Willard
Robert Nakashian
Roy W. Nelson, Jr.
Harry Newell
Amber Newhall
Julie Nichols
Rebecca Niebling
Jessica Nolan
Kelly Norris
Ron & Hope Nutter
Paul O’Beirne
Linda A. O’Connell
John O’Connor
Ryan J. O’Donnell
Michael J. O’Hare
Ed O’Meara
Brian F. O’Neill
Aileen O’Rourke
Charlotte Mary O’Toole
David Oliver
Jim Olivetti
Tom Ollila
Laura Orlando
Sam & Lisa Otis
Karen Otto
Janice K. Pagano
Carolyn Palenscar
Kym Pappathanasi
Marsten & Lori Parker
Steve & Lea Parson
John Parsons
George Pawle
Janice Pawlick
Greer Pearce
Melissa Perry
Jeanne S. Petta
Thais Philippon
Jean Pietrillo
Jack & Michiko Plimpton
Diane Poirier
Pamela Irwin Poleo
Robert B. Porter
Elsie E. Pouliot
Barbara Powell
Maija Pratt
Richard E. Prout
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Mary Pryor
Lawrence J. Pszenny
Jim & Pat Purdy
Christopher P. Putnam
David J. Quadros
Kathryn Quinlan
Lynne Quinlan
Sean Quinn
Anne & Geoff Rand
Gary & Anne Rand
Girish Rao
Paul W. Rathe
Shelley Raymond
Amber Redmond
Ashley & Dan Rehner
Bruce Reilly
Lillian Reilly
Mary Reilly
Carole Rein
Wanda Rezac
Rebekah Richardson
Kathy M. Ricker
Janet Rickles
Linda R. Riley
Susan L. Riley
Harry & Deborah Ritchie
James Rix
Kevin Roberts
James E. Roderick
Kathi L. Rodrigues
Susan Roge
Sandra Rubchinuk
Paula Ruelle
David Russell
Kelly & Scott Russell
Benjamin Ruth
Martha Ryan
Nathalie Saltikoff
Albert E. Sampson
Carol Sandberg
Brian Sanders
Kevan Sano-O’Brien
Sanofi US Civic Action Team
Betty Santagati
Carl Santamaria
David Santomenna & Ana Crespo
Steve Sardina
Mary Sassin
Marcia A. Savory
Frank & Nancy Scanzani
Kathy Schlundt
Acmena Schmid
Thomas Schmidt & Tracy Mayor
Kyle Schneider
Rachel Schneider
Xenia Schneider
Rick & Marilyn Schrenker

Connie McCrane & David 
Schylling

Campbell B. Seamans
Donna Seibert
Alan Feldman & Carol Seitchik
Priscilla Serafin
Anthony Serino
Jean Shackelford
Sarah A. Sharpe
Patricia Shea
Paul H. Shea
Diane Sheahan & Jerry Gove
Louise Sherburne
Debra Shirley
William & Karen Shorr
Yoav Shorr
Wayne Shreffler
Charles H. Shurcliff
Ken Siegert & Suzanne Kelsey
Richard J. Silverman
Marilyn Simmons
Sarah Simon
Geoffrey H. Simons
John C. Simons
Sara Elizabeth Singleton
Mark Cardono & Tracy Sioussat
Patricia L. Skibbee
Christine Skinner
Marianne Skomurski
Shelley Sloboder
Alice Smith
Greg & Nancy Smith
Laura Smith
Maureen Smith &  

Alexander W Krauss
Ralph Smith
Zee Soffron
Gail Sorenson
Marcus Soule
Jane & Ken Spellman
Lana & Bob Spillman
Carol Staiti
Melissa Starrak
State Street
Jessica Stitson
Joe Wilson & Karyl Stoia
Craig & Kelly Story
Daniel W. Streeter
Rosalyn & Ronald Stults
David B. Sturtevant
Deborah M. Sullivan
Frank Sullivan
Lynn Sullivan
Martin T. Sullivan
Meghan Sullivan
Debra H. Sutcliffe
Rod Sutcliffe
David Swensen
Nancy K. Swindell-Lucas
Mark Taitz
Marjorie Talacko
Morgan Talbot
Ivona Tassin
Mollie A. Taylor
Caroline Teague
Brendan J. Teeling
Maribeth Ting
William Todd
Helena Torres
Margaret B. Towle
Arthur & Jean Towne
Edmund Traverso
Julie Tremblay
Paul Tremblay
TriPyramid Structures, Inc

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

Town/City_____________________________________________________ Zip________________

Email_________________________________________________ Phone_________________________

Enclosed is my tax deductible donation of:

	  River Steward $1000	  Friend $100	  Individual $40 
	  Patron $250	  Family $50	  Other_________________

For:	  Where needed most	  Paddle-a-thon	  Membership

You may make check payable to IRWA and mail to: IRWA, PO Box 576, Ipswich, MA 01938  
Thank you for your support!

Card #__________________________________________Exp. Date:_______ 	Security Code:_____

Name on Card:____________________________ Signature:______________________________

Donate Now at www.ipswichriver.org

Christopher Zimpfer
Nicole Zito
Volunteers
Volunteers are vital to our 
strength and vibrancy. You are the 
caretakers of the mission and the 
catalyst for us to grow and sustain 
the river for future generations. 
Tom & Sue Ackerman
Heather Aizley & Andy Desilets
Katy Aldrich
Cindy Allen
Bruce Amazeen
Keith Attenborough
Casey Aurelio
Fiona Stewart & Mark Avenmarg
Donna Bambury
Cathleen Banister-Marx
Catie Boston
Donnan Barnes
Sara Barrietos
Annette Bassi
Robert L. Borsetti
Loring Bradlee & Janet Stone
Katharine A. Brown
David Bunting
Susan Burnett-Halling
Jessica Cabral
Elizabeth Cameron
Martha Campbell
Rita Carrabba
Deborah Cassady
Linda Coe
David Comb
William R. Conary, Jr.
John & Laura Coulbourn
Joan P. Cudhea
Laura Cuniff
Mike & Sue DeAmario
Diane M. Dixon
Hannah Ellson
Mary Everett
Richard & Linda Fates
Bob Ferris
Benjamin Flemer
Lynn Fletcher
Joan Flynn
Jeremy Foster
Deborah Fraize
Jackie Fraser

Erica A. Fuller
Michael Galli
Gina Snyder & Bo Garrison
Elaine Gauthier
Chase Gerbig
Gayle Gleichauf
Peter Goldfarb
Judy Gregg
Sharon & David Grimes
Jackie Hannigan
Kate Hardock
Joel Hariton
Mary Hatton
Daniel & Sally Heiter
Robert B. Hicks
Amy Hoffman
Will & Lynne Holton
Kate Hone
Kim Honetschlager & Will Finch
Marguerite Hoover
Richard F. Howard
Jean Jacobs
Richard & Sonya Jacobson
Claudia Johnson
Susan A. Kalloch
Gaylen & Glenice Kelley
Giron Koetsier
Linda Ladd
Mary Landry
Miriam Lasher
Mary Ann Leekley
Bob & Sharon Lemoine
Kerry Mackin
Ronnie MacNeill
Ken & Amy MacNulty
Lisa Manzi
Fran Masse
Dan Mayer
Colleen McClung
Bill McDavitt
Natalie Medici
David Merrill
Pike Messenger
Painey Metcalf
Middleton Stream Team
Steve Mitchell
Peter & Alicia Moore
Gregory J. Murrer
Beth Myers
Deborah Nelson & Ingrid Johnson

Robert O’Donnell
Claire Papanastasiu
David Paulin
Bruce Piper
Dallas Raleigh
Jeremiah Read
Reading/N. Reading Stream Team
Bill Reed
Bruce Reilly
Anne Reynolds
Richard J. Rogers
Sandra Rubchinuk
Don Ruzecki
Carol Sandberg
Joe & Chris Sandulli
Ravi Sathi
Doug Sawyer
Judy & Dale Schneider
Diane Sheahan & Jerry Gove
Shelley Sloboder
Mary Smith
Christopher Sobotowski
Tony Soltis
Gail Sorenson
Robert Stevens
Martha Stevenson
Frank Sullivan
Suzanne M. Sullivan
Debra H. Sutcliffe
Kathryn Szymaszek
David Tapley
Kristen Thiebault
Ellen Tiberi
Brian T. Tinger
Robi & Skip Tobin
Cassie Tragert
Trout Unlimited, Nor’East Chapter
Emma VanDelinder
James Waldinger
Jim & Nancy Warner
Peter Weigele
Jason Wertz
Roberta Whiting
David S. Williams
Lindsey Williams
Fred & Susie Winthrop
Nancy & Michael Wolfe
Jane M. Woodman
Wendi Yang
Cheryl Yemma

Trisha & Greg Welch
Conrad Troller
Laura Trudel
Robert Tuffley
John & Erika Turner
Meg Twohey & Darrow Lebovici
Martha Valleriani
Paul Van Almkerk
John Vickery
Carla Villa
Melissa Vitale
Patience Wales
Jared Walsh
John Walsh
Jane Ward
Ken Washburn
Bob & Sandy Weatherall
David K. Weaver
Stanley Wegryn
Peter Weigele
Dan & Andrea Welch
Alain-Marc Werner
Kevin Whelan
Donald F. Whiston
Scott Whitlow
William Whitmore
John Whittier
Whole Foods Team Members
Robert C. Wicks
James Wiese
Brandy Wilbur
Joan Wilking
Lindsey Williams
Ralph Williams
Geoffrey Wilson
Pamela Wilson
Heidi Winslow
Sook-Bin Woo
Steve & Patty Woodbury
Jane M. Woodman
David Woolfenden
Casey W. Wright
Cheryl & Tony Yemma
Clay Yonce
Andrea Young
Becca Young
Gregory & Susan Young
Timothy Young
Harry Zeltzer & Joan Richards
Robert Zimmerman

6 irwainfo@ipswichriver.org48 irwainfo@ipswichriver.org2017 Annual Report



Donate Now at www.ipswichriver.org

Gina Snyder, now serving her second term on our board, paddles a once 
habitually dry section of the river in Reading. She advises members of the 
watershed community to “Conserve water!”

Leave a Legacy for What You Hold Dear
Noelene Martin (third from right) was an avid birder and 
gardener with a strong interest in environmental protection. 
Ipswich locals may remember her as a member of the 
Wednesday Walkers and the steward for a local trail. 

Born in New Zealand, Noelene received her training in 
library science in New Zealand. She and her husband 
Murray, both librarians, came to the United States when 
they were both offered jobs in the library at Penn State. 
When they bought a home in Ipswich, Noelene kept her 
job at Penn State and became an intrepid commuter, back 
and forth between Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. Even 
after she retired, Noelene would drive to Penn State every 
few weeks to see friends, continue in her book club, and 
attend concerts and university talks. 

Noelene loved the water. In her home, she had a high perch that allowed her to look across the marshes toward Plum Island. 
This view sustained her even when health problems slowed her down. Noelene died peacefully on Thanksgiving Day, 2017, after 
celebrating the day with her Seaview Avenue neighbors. She had wanted to remain in Ipswich as long as she could, and we’re 
sure she wanted to leave behind a legacy which would help protect the beauty and waters of her adopted home. 

In 2016, Noelene updated her will to include a gift to the Ipswich River Watershed Association. Her generosity and commitment 
to environmental protection and stewardship will live on for years to come. We are very grateful and honored to safeguard the 
Ipswich River for future generations in her memory.

You too can leave a legacy for what you hold dear. It’s easy to include the river in your will. Contact Trish Aldrich at  
978-412-8200 or taldrich@ipswichriver.org or visit ipswichriver.org/Leavealegacy for sample language and more information.  

One Person Can Change the River 
Growing up near a small river in western Massachusetts started my life-long 
love of rivers. I even focused my graduate studies on water resources. 
Shortly after I moved to Reading, there was an Ipswich River event nearby 
and I wanted to find out more. Reading’s beautiful Town Forest borders and 
protects the Ipswich River. For 75 years it also hosted Reading’s water plant 
and wells which pumped groundwater from the river basin.The Town Forest 
is a great place to walk, but seeing the effects of pumping groundwater, a 
dry river bed and dead fish, just about every second or third summer, was a 
real call to action.

I began helping with the RiverWatch program at the Route 28 bridge in the 
1990s and moved upstream to Mill Street around 1999. It’s a nice spot 
where you can hear the birds and see evidence of beaver activity. 
Unfortunately, one thing that always amazes me is the amount of litter each 
month. Oddly, for two or three months a number of years ago I would find  
several pairs of clean white ankle socks rolled up and tossed over the bridge.  
The insult to the river and wetlands of tossing stuff into a stream is  
unconscionable. One of the easiest things people can do is NOT LITTER.

I first joined the Ipswich River board in 1995 and, with our Reading/North Reading Stream Team, we raised awareness on water 
conservation issues and petitioned to get MassDEP to coordinate clean up efforts on the groundwater pollution. It all culminated 
in Reading’s switch to the Quabbin Reservoir for its water supply in 2006. It was great to see the result of all the work that went 
into limiting groundwater withdrawal; water was in the river during a year that had less rainfall than ten years previously when the 
Reading segment dried up for the last time.

The next big issue is stormwater. There’s been a lot of development in the watershed, and there is a lot more pavement sending 
pollution right into the river. People can help by implementing greenscaping. For example, installing dry wells for downspouts and 
putting in rain gardens where they will capture runoff from impervious surfaces really makes a difference. These actions reduce 
pollution and provide valuable recharge to groundwater which can feed the river when there’s no rain. by Gina Snyder
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Garden Days  April 26 at Riverbend, RSVP appreciated, not required.

Annual Meeting  April 26, Boxford, RSVP required.

Show Me Your River  May 3, Riverbend, RSVP required.

Rain Barrel Workshops  May 5, North Reading, RSVP required, $20 

Dock Opening  May 6, Riverbend, RSVP appreciated, not required.

Fireside Advocacy Chat  May 15, Riverbend, RSVP required.

Save Water Workshop May 27, iFarm, Boxford, RSVP required, $35

Riverwide Clean Up June 2, Muliple locations (details at www.
ipswichriver.com/support/event-calendar), RSVP required.

Birding Festival  June 9, Multiple locations (details at www.ipswichriver.
com/support/event-calendar), RSVP required.

Paddle-a-thon June 16, Topsfield Fairgrounds, Route 97 field, Sign up today!

Beginners Paddle June 22, July 11 & 25, August 8 & 22 
Riverbend, Limited to 20 boats, including guide. RSVP required.

Greenbelt/IRWA Paddle  June 24, RSVP required

Whether you love paddling as a family, powering 
through a race or simply having fun on the river, 
the Paddle-a-thon is for you! We are paddling to 
raise funds and awareness for the Ipswich River, 
named one of the most endangered rivers in the 
nation because it dries up. Together, we’ll change 
that. Paddle for clean water! To register or get 
more info, visit ipswichriver.org/paddle-a-thon/.

Paddle-a-thon 2018 REGISTER TODAY!

www.ipswichriver.org 	 978-412-8200	 irwainfo@ipswichriver.org

PO Box 576

Ipswich, MA 01938-0576

(tel) 978-412-8200

(fax) 978-412-9100

www.ipswichriver.org

irwainfo@ipswichriver.org

Printed on FSC-certified paper containing 50%  
post-consumer waste, using vegetable-based inks.

Spring Calendar

Details for all events can be found at: 
www.ipswichriver.org/support/event-calendar/


